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MORE Period or. . seat an extraordinarily difficult 
‘Poad construction project. Almost the entire length of the road had to be 
blasted into the ekeepmbank of the lake. ) 


Criginally, Piws were not to have been employed on this construction project. 
Phe fact that the coviet forces employed there were unable to accosiplish the 
gob, however, nade it necessary to use Pi labor, The entire road construction 
project was under the direct command of Lt, General wichurin, whe lived in 
Sukhuniy but who came with the trucks daily to the construction site in order 
to oversee the progress of the work personally. ishen obstacles appeared to be 
causing a possitle delay in the construction, these obstacles were overcome 

— ~~! by longer working hours. katerial and men were used indtperinghgtely for the 
apparently very urgent completion of the project. eS a ele 
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gphe road turns here and follows the other shore of the lake. After about one 


Approved For Release ee ne ee i 


25X1A 
CENTRAL IN?RLLIGENCE AGENCY [ 
2 : ; ‘ 


of rather level road at the end of the winding stretch. Between the road 
going toward the shore of the lake and the stream issuing from the lake there 
is a 3=storied, wooden hotel, which was visited every Sunday by nurierous 
excursionists after the region around the lake hade been opened to the public. 


The vacationers came in trucks from Sukhumi and other coastal cities, spent the 


day, and returned home in the evening. Round trip fare was 150 rubles. ft this 
hotel the guests received food and refreshment. A short, winding road left the 
hotel, crossed the stream from tne lake to the left of the hotel, and, after about 
700 m., reached a rather primitive music pavillion. 

Fohlowing the new lake shore road cut into the rocks, one comes to a road branch- 
ing to the right about 100 m. below the upper end of the lake, This branch, 

which is about 12 km. long, rises in sinuous curves and leads to a radioactive 
Spring. At the time of source's departure, October 1948, this road was still 
under construction,,but was scheduled to be completed by the end of 1948. 
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Continuing along the shore road itself, whweherxtends along the 2 km. length of 


the lake, sometines very close to the lake's surface and sometimes 15-20 m1, above 


the surface, one reaches tne upper part of the lake,where there is a heavily 
barricaded and enclosed forbidden zone which no Pili is allowed to enter and which 
gan be traversed, even on the part of the Soviets, only by those bath special 
passes, yeas 


At the upper end of the lake, before thie road reaches tne brook-—like tributary, 
there is a building 200 m. wide with terraces and wings similar to a large sana- 
torium. Apparently this building is a guest house, which is provided with 


garages anc a boat house and which adjoins an ostentatious park. 
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Kilometer, it enters a small gorge where Stalin's 
house is visible from only a few places on the i 
ere, "hg CPpaSE LS phere. The villa is several i 
Shgte afe3 ‘fash dition, two other buildings: a iq Fception building built 
like a café and one small boat house located on th [mmeee shore, Only by chance 
did one of another FW get to this spot, because under no conditions would the 
guards let anyone pass the barrier on the regular road, Up to the time of 
source's dgparture, October 1948, n@Ither the guest house nor Stalin's lodge 
had been put to use, 


summer home is located, The 
M..can not be seen at all, 
Mach and built of whed, 


A great quantity of technical tools and mechanical Smplements were available 

to the Pils employed on the construction of the road. There were four American 
bulldozers on caterpillar tracks, numerous compressors for stone drills, con- 
crete mixers, amd asphalt mixers, as well as a large number of trucks. The 
trucks had to be used to transport the individual construction gangs from their 
previous places of work. 


& 
Wherever possiblegblasting was done to facilitate further construction. ‘Material 
"trains" were. set up along precipices difficult to pass, and, where the road 
proceeded directly into the wilderness, Pls by the hundred were used to transport 
up the mountain concrete and building materials in sacks on their backs, 


The shore road and the mountain road leading to the radioactive Spring are 

6 m. wide in all spots and have a hard aspnalt surface, Where blasting the 
rock did not suffice, foundations were laid in the precipices in order to pro= 
vide a firm bed for the road, Along the upper part of the road, safety embank~ 
ments of crushed stone and concrete were put up. Numerous electric lights were 
visible along the lake road. 


All the construction material had to be brought to the individual construction 
sites by truck from the railway station at Bzyb, Near the Bzyb station there 

was a large concrete dump and an explosive depot for materials used by the Ritsa 
Valley road construction project, 

While construction was going on, the region was strongly barricaded against all 
except the laborers. The first road barricade is.said to have been located on the 
turnpike in Bzyb, ‘“ntrance to the valley was forbidden. In the fall of 1948, 
however, the hotel at the lower end of the lake was opened to public traffic, 


Needless to say, the safety precautions for ‘ESATIDENTIAL”” modified, 
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The number of men employed on the construction, regardless of whether or not 
they” ‘were “Fs, was estimated by the source at about. Te, 600," including a group 

the details of the small park i viletr of ee. guest house 
e. Op to the time 


which “are be, ‘too. oh there, in ne direction 
5er's onal knowted ié Of this ‘extension. 
; ~into tne 1e night” ‘tf the 


% Ezyb is probably identical to Koldakhvara (43-14N, 40-232). 
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